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Development of childhood studies in the social sciences and humanities in the late 
XIX – early XX century is not possible without ideas of pedology as the science of a child.

Pedology pioneers were doctors, biologists and physiologists for the reasons  of having  
more objective methods.

There were intiated the studies of cognitive activity of a child, including those related 
to role of the pupil. Researches focused on physiological, mental and social development 
of children, the role of hygiene and health, the possibility of the child in the process of 
socialization within school environment, collective and preventive school activities to prevent 
school failure or social unsuitability of children.

Ideological and scienti  c interests of S. Baley (1885–1952) were formed in this 
atmosphere. Pedocentric ideas in the  rst half of the twentieth century were implemented 
into practice. He initiated establishment of school psychological service centers, children's 
psycho-educational counseling, special psycho-technical schools and centers of mental 
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hygiene. The research of the scholar in  uenced the study of mental abilities of children 
and youth, reform of pre-school and school education. The children were seen not through 
the prism of adult psychology, but as the personality that has his/her own world, one’s 
individual psychological needs, abilities and interests. The concept of pedocentrism led to 
identi  cation of the process of raising a child with a process of spontaneous, natural and 
physical development of existing innate instincts, with the promotion and development of 
potential natural features.

S. Baley is one of the founders of  pedocentrism movement, world-renowned 
psychologist, teacher, psychiatrist, creator of educational psychology, developmental 
psychology and social psychology. After graduation from Lviv University (philosophy, 
psychology) (1903–1907) he continued studies at the universities of Berlin and Paris (1911–
1914). In 1917 S. Baley returned to Lviv, where he continued teaching at the medical faculty 
of Lviv University (1917–1923). He presented his doctoral thesis in medicine at the University 
of Warsaw in 1923. In 1928 he received the title of extraordinary professor at Warsaw 
University and in 1934 became the ordinary professor of educational psychology. S. Baley’s 
formation as a scholar and educator is closely associated with Lviv and Lviv University, 
where he studied for 10 years. 

Since 1928 and till the end of his life S. Baley worked at the University of Warsaw.
After the war  S. Baley continued to work at Warsaw University as the Head of the 

Department of Educational Psychology. He also worked at the Institute of Special Education 
and the Higher School of Mental Hygiene. S. Baley was one of the founders of the Polish 
Psychological Society and academician of the Polish Academy of Sciences.

The list of scienti  c publications of S. Baley is quite signi  cant. It includes such 
fundamental works as «Psychologia kontaktu wychowawczego» (1930), «Psychologia 
wieku dojrzewania» (1931), «Zarys psychologii w zwi zku z rozwojem psychiki dziecka» 
(1935), «Charakterologia i typologia dzieci i m odzie y» (1933) and others. His articles 
were published in the scienti  c journal of literature of  Shevchenko Scholarly Society, the 
journal «Science and literature», Ukrainian Medical Journal, Polish scienti  c journals: 
«Psychotechnika», «O wiata i wychowanie», «Rocznik psychiatryczny», etc.

S. Baley’s pedology was built on the principles of humanistic psychology.  It inherents 
humanism of the twentieth century –  particular concern for a child and speci  c individual 
existence, the destiny of a child.

Keywords: S. Baley, pedology, child, childhood, humanistic psychology.


